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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PRMIER, Ml. DUNSTAN. 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL REFORM. 19.6.73 
STRICTLY EMBARGOED AGAINST DELIVERY 
Government proposals for the democratic reform of the 
Legislative Council were today explained to the House of 
Assembly by the Premier, Mr. Dunstan. 
He was introducing two Bills to amend the South Australian 
Constitution and Electoral Act. Their passage provides for 
a system of one vote, one value .at future elections. 
Mr. Dunstan said the Government had "the clearest mandate" 
for its action following the March State Election. 
The first Bill provides full adult voting for Legislative 
Council elections. 
It was "quite remarkable" that South Australia still had a 
restricted franchise. 
"The people of this State have spoken. It now remains for 
this House to give effect to their clearly expressed desire", 
Mr. Dunstan said. 
The second measure provides for proportional representation 
at Legislative Council elections. 
Its main proposals ares 
The whole State will be one Legislative Council 
district - as with Senate elections. 
The Council will be enlarged from the present 20 to 
an eventual 22 members with voting for 11 members 
at each election. 
Introduction of the 'list* system of proportional 
representation. 
Explaining the new election system, the Premier said voters 
would choose from groups of one or more candidates. 
It would enable electors to number each Party - or independent 
group only once. 
Each group must get about four per cent of the total or lose 
its deposit. Such votes would then be excluded from further 
scrutiny. 
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Council seats would then be allocated on the basis of a quota 
of approximately eight per cent, with provision made for 
fractions of a quota. 
Another departure in the new Bill is that the Legislative 
Council President would be able to concur, or not do so, in the 
second or third reading of a Bill, which did not require his 
casting vote. 
Casual vacancies to the Council would be filled on the basis 
of appointment rather than by-election. The Premier said the 
long deserved convention of filling such vacancies with 
members of similar political persuasion would be observed. 
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